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Abstract: The role of input is central to second language acquisition (SLA). This study examines how
various types and qualities of input—such as comprehensible input, interactional feedback, and
extensive — exposure —affect the learning process. It discusses theories like Krashen’s Input
Hypothesis and empirical findings from SLA research. Understanding input's role can enhance
teaching strategies and learner outcomes.

Аннотация: Роль языкового ввода играет ключевую роль в овладении вторым языком.
Исследование изучает влияние различных видов ввода, таких как понятный ввод, обратная
связь и интенсивное погружение. Рассматриваются гипотеза Крашена и эмпирические данные в
области овладения вторым языком. Осознание значимости ввода помогает улучшить стратегии
обучения.

Annotatsiya: Ikkinchi tilni o‘rganishda til kiritishning o‘rni juda muhimdir. Tadqiqotda tushunarli
kirish, muloqotli fikr-mulohazalar va keng qamrovli tajribalar kabi turli xil omillarning o‘rganish
jarayoniga ta’siri o‘rganilgan. Krashenning “Kirish gipotezasi” va tadqiqotlar natijalari muhokama
qilinadi. Kirishning ahamiyatini anglash o‘qitish usullarini takomillashtiradi.
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Introduction. Second language acquisition (SLA) is the process of learning a language other than
one’s native tongue. Among the numerous factors influencing SLA, linguistic input is arguably the
most critical. Input refers to the language that learners are exposed to, providing the raw material for
learning. Renowned linguist Stephen Krashen posited that comprehensible input—language slightly
beyond the learner’s current level—is essential for successful SLA.

The importance of input has been emphasized in SLA theories, particularly in communicative
approaches to language teaching. Researchers distinguish between input and intake, the latter being the
portion of input learners process and internalize. This paper explores the dimensions of input, focusing
on its theoretical foundations, types of input, and implications for SLA.

Methods . This study adopts a qualitative approach to analyze the role of input in SLA, reviewing
seminal theories and empirical studies. Sources include:

1. Krashen’s Input Hypothesis (1985): Explores the "i+1" concept, emphasizing exposure to slightly
challenging language.
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2. Interaction Hypothesis (Long, 1996): Highlights the significance of interactive input and
negotiation of meaning.

3. Swain’s Output Hypothesis (1985): Examines the interplay between input and output.

4. Empirical Studies (e.g., Ellis, 2008): Investigates how different types of input influence fluency.

Key types of input analyzed include:

Comprehensible Input: Graded materials tailored to learners' proficiency.

Authentic Input: Real-life examples like native speaker podcasts and films.

Modified Input: Simplified or adapted materials for better comprehension.

The study also considers the role of technology in enhancing access to input through multimedia
platforms, online tools, and language apps.

Results. Impact of Input Types: Learners exposed to comprehensible input acquire language more
effectively than those relying on unmodified authentic input.

Authentic input enhances pragmatic competence but may overwhelm beginners.

Modified input improves comprehension for low-proficiency learners, providing a scaffold for
progression.

Interactional Feedback: Conversations involving negotiation of meaning allow learners to notice gaps
in their knowledge, aiding language acquisition.

Empirical Evidence: Ellis (2008) found that students engaging in regular listening and reading tasks
outperformed peers with limited input exposure.

Digital platforms like Duolingo and YouTube provide accessible, diverse input, fostering immersive
learning experiences.

Discussion. The findings underscore the critical role of input in SLA, aligning with Krashen’s Input
Hypothesis and Long’s Interaction Hypothesis. Effective input should be engaging, comprehensible,
and interactive, providing learners with opportunities to internalize linguistic structures.

Theoretical Insights: Krashen’s “i+1” model remains a cornerstone, highlighting the importance of
tailored input for natural language acquisition.

Practical Implications: Language educators should prioritize diverse, high-quality input. For
beginners, comprehensible and modified input is crucial, while intermediate learners benefit from
authentic materials.

Technology's Role: Digital tools have revolutionized SLA by offering immersive and accessible input.
However, excessive reliance on technology might limit interactional feedback, essential for noticing
linguistic gaps.

While input is vital, it must be complemented by output activities, as Swain’s hypothesis suggests.
Learners consolidate knowledge through production and receive feedback to refine their skills.
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Conclusion. Input remains the foundation of SLA, as theorized by Krashen and supported by
empirical research. Effective input—comprehensible, interactive, and diverse—enhances learner
outcomes. Language educators and policymakers should design curricula emphasizing quality input
alongside opportunities for meaningful output. Future research should explore how emerging
technologies can optimize input quality and accessibility for learners across proficiency levels.
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